
!"##$%&'()"*(+%'")(,-**

%&(.*)*-/#-#0'"1(2&)3-%#

4-*(5#0()"%&6%&'(3/#0)(783&)%&'(3(&*9()-**(%&(5#0-(53-:;(<"*)"*-(5#0(9%$"()#(

/*30)%=5(5#0-(7-#7*-)51(7-#>%:*($"3:*(#-(=##:1(70-%=5()"*(3%-(#-(3))-3?)(/%-:$1()"*(

!"#$%&$'&($)%*+$$,%-+$%
&-+*"./(-+%-0'/*%*1$%("2"34%
.'35"*"'3,%-+'/35%*1$67%
8'6$%.-3%9"*1,*-35%-%
:-"+%-6'/3*%':%,*+$,,)%
91"($%'*1$+,%-+$%6'+$%
5$(".-*$%-35%3$$5%4''5%

,'"()%-5$;/-*$%9-*$+%-35%('*,%':%,/37%<"*=%(":$%.-3%0$%

("6"*$5%4+'9"34%,&-.$%-35%&'((/*-3*,%,/.1%-,%+'-5%

2-+"$*=%*1-*%9"((%*1+"2$%"3%*1$%.'35"*"'3,%"3%='/+%=-+5%

':%*1$%+$4"'37%

<'3,"5$+%*+$$,%*1-*%-+$%3-*"2$%*'%'/+%+$4"'37%>1$=%
1-2$%$2'(2$5%.'6&($?%("3#,%9"*1%'*1$+%("2"34%*1"34,)%
-35%1-2$%-5-&*$5%*'%('.-(%,'"(,%-35%.("6-*$7%8'6$%
3'3@3-*"2$%A$?'*".B%*+$$,%.-3%0$%4''5%'&*"'3,%:'+%
1"41@,*+$,,%,"*$,)%0/*%0$%,/+$%*'%-2'"5%-3=%"32-,"2$%
$?'*".%,&$."$,)%91".1%.-3%5-6-4$%3-*/+-(%-+$-,%-35%
5$,*+'=%0"'5"2$+,"*=7%8$$%'/+%:-.*%,1$$*%CD32-,"2$%
E?'*".%F(-3*,G%:'+%6'+$%5$*-"(,7

@*8*?)%&'(3(.83&)%&'(@%)*

>1$%6'+$%='/%#3'9%-0'/*%='/+%=-+5)%*1$%$-,"$+%"*%
",%*'%,$($.*%-%*+$$%*1-*%9"((%*1+"2$%*1$+$7%D,%='/+%,'"(%
1$-2=%.(-=%*1-*%4$*,%,'44=%"3%,&+"34%-35%*1$3%5+"$,%
+'.#@1-+5%(-*$+%"3%,/66$+H%I'%='/%1-2$%,-35=%
,'"(%*1-*%5+"$,%'/*%2$+=%;/".#(=H%J+$%='/%"3%-%3$9%
,/05"2","'3%9"*1%'3(=%-%:$9%"3.1$,%':%*'&,'"(%'2$+%
.'6&-.*$5%1-+5&-3H%D,%='/+%=-+5%6',*(=%,/33=%'+%
,1-5=H%D,%"*%9"35=%'+%,1$(*$+$5H

8'"()%6'",*/+$)%,/3%-35%$?&',/+$%-+$%-((%:-.*'+,%
*1-*%-::$.*%1'9%-%*+$$%9"((%4+'97%D3%-55"*"'3)%0/"(*%
:$-*/+$,%,/.1%-,%'2$+1$-5%9"+$,)%&-2$6$3*)%/35$+@
4+'/35%,$+2".$,)%0/"(5"34,%-35%:$3.$,%.-3%+$5/.$%

*1$%4+'9"34%,&-.$)%-35%($-5%*'%:/*/+$%&+'0($6,7%
<'3,"5$+%*1$,$%4$3$+-(%4/"5$("3$,K

/3-2'"5-0($)%,$($.*%,&$."$,%*1-*%9"((%3'*%4+'9%*-(()%
'+%.1'',$%,1+/0,%"3,*$-5%':%*+$$,7

-35%0/"(5"34,7%J(('9%-*%($-,*%LM%:*7%:+'6%&-2$5%
,/+:-.$,%'+%0/"(5"34,7

+'-5,%-35%,"5$9-(#,B7

9$,*%,"5$%':%0/"(5"34,%*'%&+'2"5$%.''("34%,/66$+%
,1-5$)%-35%9-+6"34%9"3*$+%,/37

3/60$+,%*'%+$;/$,*%('.-*$,%:'+%/35$+4+'/35%
,$+2".$,%-35%-(('9%NM%5-=,%&+"'+%*'%&(-3*"34K

O3.$%='/%1-2$%,$($.*$5%-%&+'6","34%('.-*"'3)%/,$%

*+$$,%-+$%0$,*%,/"*$5%*'%='/+%=-+57

A
4
B
C
@
!
4
.
D

Like people, trees are particular about the 
living conditions around them. Some can 

withstand a fair amount of stress, while others 
are more delicate and need good soil, adequate 

water and lots of sun. City life can be especially 
difficult for trees due to compacted soils, limited 

growing space and pollutants such as road salt and 
smog. Wise tree selection means finding a variety 
that will thrive in the conditions in your yard while 
fitting in comfortably with the natural ecology of the 
region.

Consider trees that are native to our region. They have evolved 
complex links with other living things, and have adapted to local 
soils and climate. Be sure to avoid any invasive exotic species, 
which can damage natural areas and destroy biodiversity.

Selecting a Planting Site
The more you know about your site, the easier it 
is to select a tree that will thrive there. Is your soil 
heavy clay that gets soggy in spring and then dries 
rock-hard later in summer? Do you have sandy 
soil that dries out very quickly? Are you in a new 
subdivision with only a few inches of topsoil over 
compacted hardpan? Is your site mostly sunny or 
shady? Is it windy or sheltered?

Soil, moisture, sun and exposure are all factors 
that affect how a tree will grow. In addition, 
built features such as overhead wires, pavement, 
underground services, buildings and fences can 
reduce the growing space, and lead to future 
problems.

Consider these general guidelines:
•	 Avoid planting trees under overhead wires, 

minimum set back 20 ft or 6 m. If unavoidable, 
select species that will not grow tall, or choose 
shrubs instead of trees.

•	 Minimum set back from road center 33 ft or 10 m 
from roadways, sidewalks and buildings. Allow at 
least 10 ft. from paved surfaces or buildings.

•	 Avoid planting in boulevards (the space between 
roads and sidewalks).

•	 Consider planting broad leaf trees on the south or 
west side of buildings to provide cooling summer 
shade, and warming winter sun.

•	 Plant beyond dripline of existing mature trees.

•	 Don’t plant near underground services.  
Call the number to request locates for 
underground services and allow 30 days prior  
to planting:

Ontario One Call • 1-800-400-2255

Once you have selected a promising location, use
the information on the following pages to find which 
trees are best suited to your site.
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100 Thames Street
Chatham, Ontario  N7L 2Y8

Choosing the Right Tree
in the Lower Thames Watershed

Are you thinking about planting trees? 

Whether you wish to beautify your property, provide shade or food,  
purify the air or attract birds, the first step is selecting the right  

kind of tree to suit your needs and site conditions.
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Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority
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They are not included In this list due to uncertain Impacts of the Emerald Ash Borer, a devastating exotic insect that feeds on ash trees.
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Handling
It is best to plant trees as soon as you receive them, 
however, this cannot always be done. Cool shady 
conditions are ideal for tree storage. Roots should 
be moist or in a moist substrate such as potting 
soil, shredded newspaper or wood chips. Roots 
require oxygen and should not be submerged in 
water for a prolonged amount of time.  Likewise 
roots should not be allowed to dry out.

Planting Methods
The best time to plant a tree is April through May 
or September through October. The tree should 
not be planted too deep or too shallow.  This 

can cause stem rot.  The root collar (where the 
stem turns to roots) should be at the finished 
surface. Good soil to root contact is important.  
Roots should be heeled for best contact. Watering 
immediately after planting is ideal to remove 
unwanted air space in the soil around the roots.  
Subsequent watering should only be done in really 
dry conditions to promote drought resilience and 
allow for roots to dive for water.

Tending
A healthy bucket of mulch sourced from your 
local leaf yard will help suppress weeds, retain 
moisture, and give your new tree a landscaped 

look.  Mulching is a good tending habit and should 
be done a minimum of once per year. Grass is 
usually a trees worst enemy because it creates a 
thick sod that will absorb all the moisture in dry 
summer conditions.  The main idea is to eliminate 
competition so the trees can develop at the 
maximum rate.  After 3 to 4 years the trees should 
be well enough established to continue on their 
own.   Tree guards or some form of protection 
around the bottom of the stem will help resist 
rodent damage during winter months and may 
help deflect lawn maintenance machines from 
getting too close and damaging the stem.
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Buttonbush
Cephalanthus occidentalis

4 x 3 m

Sand, Loam, Clay

Medium, Wet

Sun, Part Shade

Wildlife food source

Arrowwood
Viburnum dentatum

3 x 2 m

Loam, Clay

Medium, Wet

Sun

Ornamental bush

Colorado Blue Spruce

Picea pungens Engeim

50 x 7 m

Sand, Loam, Clay

Medium, Wet

Sun

High salt tolerance
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